TWO ON A TOWER

and listening to their scientific converse. When all
had been exhibited here below Swithin lit his lantern,
and, inviting his visitors to follow, led the way up
the column, experiencing no small sense of relief as
soon as he heard the footsteps of all three tramping
on the stairs behind him. He knew very well that,
once they were inside the spiral, Viviette was out
of danger, her knowledge of the locality enabling
her to find her way with perfect safety through the
plantation, and into the park home.

At the top he uncovered his equatorial, and, for
the first time at ease, explained to them its beauties,
and revealed by its help the glories of those stars
that were eligible for inspection. The Bishop spoke
as intelligently as could be expected on a topic not
peculiarly his own; but, somehow, he seemed rather
more abstracted in manner now than when he had
arrived. Swithin thought that perhaps the long
clamber up the stairs, coming after a hard day's
work, had taken his spontaneity out of him, and Mr.
Torkingham was afraid that his lordship was getting
bored. But this did not appear to be the case ; for
though he said little he stayed on some time longer,
examining the construction of the dome after relin-
quishing the telescope; while occasionally Swithin
caught the eyes of the Bishop fixed hard on him.

* Perhaps he sees some likeness of my father in me,'
the young man thought; and the party making ready
to leave at this time he conducted them to the bottom
of the tower.

Swithin was not prepared for what followed their
descent. All were standing at the foot of the stair-
case. The astronomer, lantern in hand, offered to
show them the way out of the plantation, to which Mr.
Torkingham replied that he knew the way very well,
and would not trouble his young friend. He strode
forward with the words, and Louis followed him, after
waiting a moment and finding that the Bishop would
not take the precedence. The latter and Swithin

192